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The young school chose to measure itself against nationally recognized independent school standards,
and the results validated what the school has believed for years.
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Houston, TX, May 29, 2026 -  While many measure goals, wins, and player development, Nexus also
measures academics with the same rigor. This spring, the school completed its first administration of the ERB
Comprehensive Testing Program (CTP-5), providing the first nationally benchmarked assessment of student
performance in school history. The results validated what Nexus has believed from the beginning: student-
athletes should never have to choose between athletic and academic excellence.

"The strongest schools are not afraid to be measured," said Ibrahim Firat, Co-Founder of Nexus Futbol
Academy and Chief Educational Consultant at Firat Education. "They welcome accountability because growth
begins with honest evaluation. This assessment gave us our first opportunity to benchmark Nexus against
nationally recognized standards, and the results validated the path we have been building since the school's
founding."

As a member of the Educational Records Bureau (ERB), Nexus joined a network of respected independent
schools committed to using meaningful data and external benchmarking to measure student learning and
support continuous improvement. The CTP-5 is a nationally recognized assessment used by many of the
country's leading independent and college-preparatory schools to evaluate academic achievement, reasoning
ability, critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills.

"From day one, we believed our students were capable of competing academically at a very high level," said
Josephine Firat, CEO of Nexus International Group. "Our teachers see it every day. Our families see it. This
assessment gave us the opportunity to measure ourselves against nationally recognized benchmarks and gain
valuable insight into both our strengths and our opportunities for growth."

The results validated the school's approach.  Across multiple grade levels, Nexus students demonstrated
strong performance in mathematics, quantitative reasoning, analytical thinking, reading comprehension, and
writing mechanics. Several grade levels performed at or above Independent School Norms in key academic
areas, while national benchmarking revealed particularly strong performance in mathematics, problem
solving, and higher-order reasoning skills.  

The assessment provided independent validation of what the Nexus community has long observed: students
were thriving academically. For the first time, those outcomes could be compared against nationally
recognized benchmarks, and the results confirmed that Nexus students are developing not only as athletes,
but also as capable thinkers, problem solvers, communicators, and learners.

-MORE-



NE   US
FUTBOL

ACADEMY

Press Contact:

Josephine Firat (English)
CEO, Nexus International Group
+1 281-740-0581
josephine@nexusfutbol.com

Henry Costas (Spanish) 
Co-Founder | Head of fútbol
+1 216-577-7612
henry@nexusfutbol.com

Nexus Futbol Academy Benchmarks Academic Excellence 
Through First-Ever ERB Standardized Assessment (continued)

"When we started Nexus, people understood the futbol vision," said Coach Henry Costas, Co-Founder of
Nexus Futbol Academy. "What these results show is that our academic vision is working as well. Our students
are developing the discipline, critical-thinking skills, and habits necessary to succeed far beyond the game."

Like all meaningful assessments, the CTP-5 also identified areas where Nexus can continue to improve. The
school views those findings as an equally important part of the process.  Strong schools do not use data to
prove they are perfect. They use data to become better.  As a young and growing institution, Nexus embraces
that responsibility.

"Having worked in leading independent schools for many years, I understand the value of ERB benchmarking,"
said Wendy Canales, Head of School. "These results are encouraging because they validate the hard work of
our students and teachers while providing a strong foundation for continued growth."

The completion of Nexus Futbol Academy's first ERB assessment marks an important milestone in the school's
evolution. More importantly, it establishes a benchmark from which future growth can be measured.

For a school founded on the belief that athletic and academic excellence should coexist, the results offered
something invaluable: evidence that the model is working.

About Nexus Futbol Academy
Nexus Futbol Academy is an independent private school in Houston, Texas, dedicated to developing complete
student-athletes through a unique combination of rigorous academics, high-level futbol training, leadership
development, and international opportunities. Nexus serves students who aspire to excel both in the
classroom and on the field, preparing them for success in college and beyond.
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