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Houston, TX — December 26, 2025 — As Nexus celebrates five years of redefining the relationship
between education and fútbol player development, the organization’s founders are launching its most
ambitious initiative yet: Nexus Fútbol Agency, a standalone company dedicated to supporting players
from all over the world as they navigate collegiate, professional, and international opportunities.

Co-founded by Ibrahim Firat, FIFA-licensed agent, and Henry Costas, international scout, the agency
represents the evolution of a vision that began in Houston and is now connected to player pathways
across three continents.

“The Agency is the natural next step,” said co-founder Ibrahim Firat. “We’ve developed players, educated them,
prepared them, now we can represent and guide them as they pursue the next stage of their careers.”

Nexus Fútbol Agency will provide select athletes with a full suite of support, including player
representation, recruiting guidance, international mobility advising, scouting integration, and professional
pathway consulting.

Nexus Fútbol Academy Welcomes Two New Owners as Part of the Expansion

Alongside the launch of the agency, Nexus Fútbol Academy is proud to welcome two of its longest-
tenured leaders into ownership roles starting January 1, 2026:

Wendy Canales, Head of School, who shaped the culture, expectations, and academic direction that
define Nexus today.
Rodrigo Petillo, Head Development Coach, whose leadership has shaped Nexus’ development
program and professional standards.

By welcoming Wendy Canales and Rodrigo Petillo into ownership, Nexus ensures that the Nexus Fútbol
Academy in Houston stays anchored in the leaders who built its culture, its standards, and its spirit. This
foundation allows the founders to continue expanding Nexus’ global reach through Nexus Fútbol Agency,
supported by the confidence that Nexus Fútbol Academy remains in extraordinary hands.

“Wendy and Rodrigo have shaped the core of who we are,” said co-founder Henry Costas. “Bringing them into
ownership secures the future of Nexus Fútbol Academy and strengthens the foundation we built together.”
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All Made Possible Through the Formation of Nexus International Group

To support the launch of Nexus Fútbol Agency and solidify the structure behind Nexus’ growing
ecosystem, the founders have created Nexus International Group, the new parent organization that will
oversee:

Nexus Fútbol Academy
Nexus Fútbol Agency
Global X international programs and partnerships
Heart and Sole Futsal

Josephine Firat has been appointed CEO of Nexus International Group, providing strategic oversight,
brand consistency, and organizational alignment across all Nexus initiatives.

“This structure brings clarity, stability, and direction,” said Josephine. “It allows the agency to grow, the school to
stay strong, and our entire international ecosystem to operate with a unified vision.”

The formation of Nexus International Group strengthens leadership at every level and provides the
foundation needed to support the agency, empower the academy, and sustain Nexus’ long-term mission
as a global educational and fútbol enterprise.

About Nexus Fútbol Agency
Nexus Fútbol Agency is a standalone athlete representation and advisory company founded by Ibrahim
Firat and Henry Costas. The Agency provides professional guidance for select athletes navigating
international opportunities, professional pathways, and long-term career development through pathway
consulting, scouting alignment, and representation support.

About Nexus Fútbol Academy
Nexus Fútbol Academy is a high-performance private school for futbol players in Houston, Texas, known
for its rigorous academics, professional training environment, and innovative approach to player
development.

About Nexus International Group
Nexus International Group oversees all Nexus, Global X, and Heart and Sole brands, including Nexus
Fútbol Academy, Nexus Fútbol Agency, and all Nexus operational initiatives. Nexus International Group
provides strategic leadership, organizational alignment, and long-term vision for the Nexus ecosystem.
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